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Author Guidelines 

 
 
1. Scuola Democratica publishes articles in Italian and English and considers for publication original works 
focusing on three main areas of Education – school; university; learning, education and employment – 
each analyzed independently or in the context of their connection to and interaction with the others. 

2. Articles must be submitted by e-mail to redazione@scuolademocratica.it, in MS Word or Rich Text 
Format (no PDF’s). All articles submitted for publication will be anonymously peer reviewed by 
members of the editorial board or external experts in the field. Reviewers’ comments are returned to 
the author anonymously. 
 
3. Articles should not exceed the following limits (all character counts include spaces and references, 
where applicable): 

• Starting from...: this section includes interviews with leading figures from cultural and 
scientific circles, both Italian and international, whose expertise and contributions provide a 
valuable insight into major cultural and social issues, shedding new light on the role of 
education in society. Interviews should be between 30,000 and 40,000 characters.  

• Essays: contributions proposing a theoretical and methodological perspective should not 
exceed 30,000 characters; while the maximum length for research articles is 45,000 characters. 

• Notes and Perspectives: This section includes contributions focusing on scientific, political 
and cultural debates in the field of education. Articles submitted for this section should be 
between 13,000 and 18,000 characters.  

• Practices and Theories: Articles in this section focus on the analysis of specific learning 
practices or case studies, and should not exceed 16,000 characters.  

• Stories of learning: This section contains a variety of stories and narratives written by 
novelists and teacher-writers, focusing on events or personal experiences in school, education 
and work environments. All submitted stories must be unpublished and may be between 8,000 
and 12,000 characters.  

• Reviews: This section includes Italian and international texts focusing on education and 
learning in a variety of contexts: school, university, workplaces and training environments. 
Reviews provide a critical and comparative analysis of volumes on the same topic written by 
different authors (or different volumes written by the same author). They should not exceed 
12,000 characters. The length for reviews of recent books varies from a minimum of 8,000 to a 
maximum of 10,000 characters.  

 
4. All contributions submitted for publication must be accompanied by: 

• An abstract of 200 words maximum (in Italian and English) and a title in English; 

• 3-5 keywords in Italian and English; 

• Affiliation and contact details (including postal address and e-mail) of author(s). 
 
5. Within text, authors should use italics for the titles of books, articles, essays and other publications, 
and for foreign words (except those used in common language).  
Tables and figures must be sent as a separate file, indicating the position of each figure and table in 
the text. 
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Footnotes should be kept to a minimum. They should not be used for references, but for explanation 
and expansion of argument where appropriate. Footnote reference numbers should appear as 
consecutive Arabic numerals and must be embedded in the text. 
 
6. References should include international publications and must be limited to the authors cited in the 

text. Self-references should be kept to a minimum. References included in the text should appear 

between round brackets, with the author’s last name and publishing year separated with a comma (ex: 

Baumann, 2009). For joint authors, both last names must be given, separated by “and” (ex: 

Zucchermaglio and Alby, 2006). Works by more than two authors must be cited in the text using the 

first author’s last name, followed by et al. in italics (ex: Dubet et al., 2003); all other authors must be 

cited in the list of references at the end of the text. 

References taken from different sources, but with the same authorship and year of publication, can be 

distinguished from one another by inserting a lower case letter after the year (ex: Baudrillard, 1995a, 

1995b).  

All sources are listed at the end of the text in alphabetical order according to the last name of the first 

author, as in the following examples: 

 

Abbott, A.D. (1988), The System of Profession. An Essay on the Division of the Expert Labor, 
Chicago, University of Chicago Press. 

Butera, F., Bagnara, S., Cesaria, R. and Di Guardo, S. (2008), Knowledge Working. Lavoro, 
lavoratori, società della conoscenza, Milano, Mondadori Università. 

Benadusi, L. (2009), Scuola, riproduzione e mutamento, Milano, Franco Angeli. 
Gherardi, S. and Nicolini, D. (2004), Apprendimento e conoscenza nelle organizzazioni, Roma, 

Carocci. 
Gherardi, S. (ed.) (2008), Apprendimento tecnologico e tecnologie di apprendimento, Bologna, Il Mulino.  
Giancola, O. and Fornari, R. (2009), «La scuola e l’università: sorpasso e ricomposizione», in 

L. Benadusi, S. Piccone Stella and A. Viteritti (eds.), Dispari parità: Genere tra educazione e 
lavoro, Milano, Guerini e Associati, 45-97.  

Zimmer, R.W. and Toma, F. (1999), «Peer effects in private and public schools across 
countries», Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 19(1), 75-92. 

Bourdieu, P. and Passeron, J.C. (1964), Les Héritiers. Les étudiants et la culture, Paris, Minuit; 
trans. I delfini. Gli studenti e la cultura, Rimini, Guaraldi, 1976. 

 

References to websites and other online sources can be included in the text. In the case of extremely 

long URLs, it is preferable to indicate them in the footnotes. 

 
7. Authors receive a free copy of the journal issue in which their work appears. Papers are accepted on 
the understanding they will not be published elsewhere, in whole or in part, without the written consent 
of the Publisher. 


